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MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNSELOR 

 
Welcome to the course planning process for the 2019-20 academic year!  Each of you has taken steps to develop your 
Career and Academic Plan that focuses on your post-secondary goals.  Course selection is important to prepare for the 
future and planning ahead now will open doors as you proceed along the way to YOUR future.  This catalog will serve as 
a guide to provide information about graduation requirements, course recommendations for different programs, a 
college-bound or post-secondary plan of action, and of course, descriptions of courses.  
 
We respect that you may not have made your post-secondary plans, however we believe that ALL of our students will be 
prepared for the minimum college entry requirements upon graduation. We encourage all students to start planning for 
their future as soon as they enter high school. Look over the different types of programs offered carefully and give great 
consideration to the path that is best suited for you and will provide you with the most options. We encourage you to 
fulfill appropriate requirements to meet your post-secondary goals during your time at Clear Creek High School. 
 
Selecting classes is an important decision; spend adequate time now to make the best possible choices to avoid pitfalls 
such as schedule changes, or even inadvertently omitting classes necessary to meet your goals after graduation.  You 
should discuss your educational plan with your parents, teachers, and your counselor.  This is the time to explore your 
options to ensure that you are appropriately placed in subjects that will meet graduation requirements as well as 
necessary requirements for your career path.  Students need to take ownership and responsibility for their choices.  
Requests for schedule changes will be considered when there are class conflicts, roster overload, or some other 
extenuating circumstances.  Simply because you have changed your mind does not constitute a schedule change. 
 
It is important that you make the most of your high school years by taking a challenging yet realistic course load.  As you 
progress each year, the number of required classes diminishes and the number of elective classes increases, so it is 
tempting for you, as upper-class students to desire “light loads”.  Whether you choose college, the military, or the 
workforce, individuals such as admissions representatives, recruiters, and employers will look at your transcript to assess 
courses taken, grades, and particularly your motivation level.  You need to challenge yourself – don’t take the “easy” way 
out!  In addition to academics, don’t forget to round out your high school experience with extracurricular activities and 
community service opportunities. 
 
Taking the initiative at home is essential in education; parents and students can monitor accomplishments and progress 
toward graduation through use of the parent/student portal on Infinite Campus.   In addition, there are several portfolio 
options online that students and parents can take advantage of such as, collegeboard.org. 
 
If you need assistance any time during the year, please make an appointment to see me in the Counseling Office, send an 
email to alyson.loitz@ccsdre1.org, or call me at 303-679-4608. 
 
 
        Mrs. Alyson Loitz, High School Counselor 
 

 
 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
mailto:alyson.loitz@ccsdre1.org
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CCHS FEE SCHEDULE 
CCHS FEE SCHEDULE 2019 – 2020 

 
Athletics Participation Fees: 
 1st & 2nd Sport  $100.00 each 
 3rd & 4th Sport  $80.00 each 
  
Extra-Curricular fees are charged up to a maximum of $400.00 per family per year.  Fees must be paid in 
advance for the student to be eligible to participate. 
  
Course Fees: 
Advanced Woods   $35.00   Outdoor Seminar Field Trips:  
AP Studio Art    $20.00   Denver Bike   $20.00 
Beginning Woods   $25.00   Denver Walking  $20.00 
Dramatic Literature   $25.00   Fly tying/Fishing Fee  $10.00 
Drawing & Painting   $20.00   Hike-Pettingell Climb  $20.00 
Honors Art    $20.00   Ropes Course   $40.00 
Instrument Class Fee   $25.00   Sand Dunes   $30.00 
Intermediate Woods   $30.00   Snowshoe   $20.00 
Math Workbook   $22.00  
PE Fee     $15.00  
Pottery & Ceramics   $35.00    
Science Lab Fee   $15.00 
Vocal Class Fee   $25.00  
     
Other Music Class Fees: 

Uniform Rental  $30.00     
 Tuxedo Dress (Ladies)  $80.00    

Show Choir Dress (Ladies) $145.00   
Tuxedo Ensemble (Men) $110.00   

 Show Choir Ensemble (Men) $80.00    
 
Optional Fees:       Miscellaneous Fees:  
Parking Permit    $35.00   Junior Fee – SAT Prep Workbook $20.00   
PSAT Test (9th Graders)  $10.00   Senior Graduation Fee (Cap & Gown)  $40.00   
NMSQT Test (11th Graders)  $16.00   AP Exam – 1 test   $94.00 
Yearbook – Fall until 10/31/19 $50.00   AP Exam – 2 tests   $183.00  
Yearbook – Winter until 2/1/20 $55.00   AP Exam – 3 tests   $272.00  
Yearbook –Spring    $60.00   AP Exam – 4 tests   $361.00 
 

All fees are due at the beginning of each class.  Online payments are accepted through the parent 
portal, Infinite Campus.  The school also gladly accepts checks and cash for all fees. 

For more information, please log onto the Infinite Campus portal to check the fee tab.  If you have any 
questions or need more information, contact the bookkeeper at 303-679-4600. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Student transcripts are official documents which reflect graduation requirements for the years in which a student 
attends. Future graduation requirements are subject to change, but transcripts are final and do not change to meet 
future requirements. 
 
 

CORE AREA           CREDITS 
English (an English course must be taken each year)……………………………………………………. 4.0 
 Freshman Composition (Honors level available)                             1.0 
 World Literature (Honors level available)          1.0 
 United States Literature (Honors level available)                                                 1.0 

AP Language or AP Literature (or approved English electives)       1.0   
     

Visual, Performing & Applied Arts………………………………..……………………………………………… 1.0 
 
Mathematics……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3.0 
 Sequence is based on student’s level and teacher recommendation 
 
Physical Education/Health………………………………………………………………………...................... 1.5 
 Physical Education            1.0 
 Health                  0.5 
 
Science………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 3.0 
 Sequence is based on student’s level and college/career pathway 
 
Social Studies………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3.5  
 Human Geography               0.5 
 World History (AP level available)           1.0 
 U.S. History (AP level available)            1.0 
 Government (AP level available)                0.5 
 Economics (Honors level available)                     0.5 
 
Foreign Language………………………………………………………………………………………………………….2.0 
 
Electives………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 8.0  
 
Community Service                     
 Over the course of the four years of high school, students are required to volunteer for 40 hours. 
                       
TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED…………………………………………………………………………………………… 26.0 
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OTHER GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Students who wish to receive a Regular Diploma from Clear Creek High School must meet the following minimum 
standards: 

● Student must be at least legal age to graduate 

● Students must complete at least 6 semesters (3 years) of high school (grades 9-12) in order to be considered for 
early graduation status 

● Students must meet all graduation credit standards of completion 

● Students must earn a minimum of 3.5 credits during their Senior/final year from CCHS in order to qualify for a 
diploma; The final semester MUST be @ CCHS 

● Credit earned in middle school (grades 7-8) may be recognized on a transcript, but will NOT count toward high 
school graduation requirements unless specific requirements are met as established by Clear Creek High School 
administration 

2021 Graduation Guidelines 

Beginning with the Class of 2021 - Colorado school districts will begin implementing local high school graduation 
requirements that meet or exceed the Colorado Graduation Guidelines. This includes offering a list of options that 
students may use to demonstrate their readiness for careers and college. For more information, go to: 
www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduationguidelines  

 

Students must complete all requirements to walk with their class in the graduation ceremonies. 
 

HONORS DIPLOMA: 
Students may earn an Honors Diploma according to the following requirements: 

● Students must have at least a 3.25 cumulative GPA 

● Students must take at least 1 Honors English class (full year, 2 semesters) in grades 9-11 

● Students must take and pass with at least a 75% grade: 
o 2 Advanced Placement courses (and take the corresponding AP Exam)  OR 

o 2 (full year, 2 semesters) CU Succeed classes for college credit   OR 

o 1 AP course/exam (1 full year, 2 semesters) and 1 (1 full year, 2 semesters) CU Succeed class for college 
credit 

● Students must take 4 science courses 

● Students must take 2 fine or practical arts classes or a combination of the two types 

● Students must take 4 math classes (4.0 credits) during grades 9-12 or 3 math classes during grades 9-12 if one is 
Calculus 

● Transfer students must complete both semesters of their senior year at clear Creek High School and complete all 
of the above requirements 

 
PE CREDIT FOR PARTICIPATION IN ATHLETICS: 

● A student athlete can earn a .25 credit for each JV/Varsity/Club sport season that is completed during the course 
of the regular school year 

● Must fall within CHSSA regulated activities or otherwise school-approved club sport 
● A maximum of 1.0 credit in PE can be earned 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: 
Students must complete 40 hours of community service before the 2nd semester of their senior year.  With the approval 
of the high school principal or his/her designee, service may begin during the summer prior to a student’s freshman 
year.  Students who enroll after the first semester of their freshman year will have their requirement prorated.  Students 
may earn 0.5 credit for each 75 hours of community service that they complete beyond the 40 hours of service. 
 
 
 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduationguidelines
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STANDARDS:   
All courses are aligned with Colorado content standards or national standards.   
 
GIFTED EDUCATION 
At CCHS, teachers, counselors, and gifted education personnel work closely with students who have been identified as 
gifted or talented learners and their parents. Annually these stakeholders engage in a standards-based goal setting 
process to develop the student's advanced learning plan (ALP). Each gifted student establishes a goal within the area(s) 
under which they have been identified (Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, General Intellectual, the 
Arts, Creativity, Leadership, or Psychomotor) and for an affective (social-emotional) topic that they are interested in 
developing or already working on. Students, parents, and teachers provide background information and input into a 
student's ALP so that the student can identify and choose goals that are challenging yet attainable. Goals should be 
aligned to a student's coursework, interests, passions, and personal goals. A student's ALP goals can be developed in 
conjunction with their ICAP's (Individual Career and Academic Readiness Plan's) goals. All involved stakeholders should 
collaborate, advocate, and discuss a student's learning needs and aspirations at the time of course selection and at the 
start of the next school year. ALP goals can be developed and recorded at either point, but will be in place by October 
1st each school year.  Furthermore, in order to ensure that students are making progress on their goals and that their 
needs are being met, all students and teachers are expected to reflect and report on students' ALP progress at the end 
of each semester.   
 
Gifted Education services are accessible to students who are identified as gifted or talented, talent pool students, and 
students who are are within the referral or evaluation process. Students are able to access a variety of resources and can 
opt to participate in several offered services such as the Social Emotional Needs of the Gifted(SENG) discussion groups, 
book studies, field trips, special events, apply for concurrent enrollment and other scholarships, receive advocacy 
support for course requests, receive assistance with college or post high school planning steps, and access the gifted 
learner resource section of the library.  In addition, teachers, parents, and all CCHS students have access to similar 
resources and events, including professional development, consultative services, and enrichment opportunities. 
 
CCHS gifted and talented students should consider the many options available to them in this resource, work to 
understand how their options connect to their gifted abilities and make connections to how the various pathways 
contained within can challenge them while supporting their needs and long term aims. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION: 
The Clear Creek Middle and High School Special Education Department embraces the notion that ALL students will be 
successful in our schools. We are committed to providing educational services based upon the individual needs of each 
student qualifying for special education as prescribed and defined by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The Special Education Department works collaboratively with general educators and 
shares the responsibility for ensuring that qualifying students with disabilities/deficits will meet the success ALL students 
can learn when instruction is geared to their strengths and when given sufficient opportunity to learn. We provide 
specialized instruction and implement accommodations/modifications for students with disabilities/deficits through a 
continuum of services including services provided in the general education classroom to specialized a classroom settings. 
Students with disabilities/deficits receive support from special education teachers, as well as additional support staff, as 
needed. The goal of the Special Education Department is to provide services that will allow students with 
disabilities/deficits to acquire a skill to pursue, to the best of their ability, independent living and post-secondary 
success.  
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EXCHANGE STUDENTS: 
Clear Creek High School does not offer a diploma for exchange students.  Because students will only attend a year at 
CCHS and transfer classes and grades differ so greatly in translation from country to country, we will provide each 
student with a certificate verifying attendance, scheduled courses and a copy of his/her official transcript to delineate 
the level of completion. 
 
STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES: 
CCHS has relationships with many study abroad programs including ASSE, CIEE, YFU, AYUSA, etc. If you are interested in 
studying abroad for a semester or for one academic year, please see the school counselor. You must be a sophomore or 
junior to take advantage of this program. 
 
VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN CRITERIA:   
For a student to be eligible for Valedictorian or Salutatorian at Clear Creek High, the following criteria must be met: 

● Be in attendance at Clear Creek High School for their last (3) complete, consecutive semesters 

● If there are two or more students qualified within three one-thousandths of a grade point, they will share the 
honor 

● Be enrolled in a certified high school program for four (4) years 

● Must have 18.5 credits at the end of Junior year to be classified as a senior 
● Must have taken all high school graduation required classes at a certified high school (i.e., NO Red Rocks, 

correspondence, online or other outside source)* 

● Students who opt for “early grad” status their junior year, or a semester early during their senior year 
understand that eligibility for Valedictorian or Salutatorian is forfeited 

*This policy is not intended to exclude a student who takes advanced level courses outside of CCHS (AP, college level 
and/or online) to meet required courses (ex:  AP World Geography, Calculus 3).  Parent(s)/student shall meet with the 
school counselor and principal to have the course pre-approved and a notation will be made in the student’s cumulative 
file. 
 
ACADEMIC LETTER CRITERIA: 
A student is eligible to receive an academic letter after completing two semesters at CCHS.  (Transfer students must 
complete four semesters of high school with a minimum of two full semesters at CCHS before being eligible for an 
academic letter.) 
 
Eligibility for academic letters will be determined by the following criteria: 
 
1. Three blocks of academic classes each semester are required.  The counselor will determine if a student has taken 

sufficient courses to become a recipient. 
2. A letter will be given to any student who is on the honor roll first quarter, first semester and third quarter of the 

current year. 
3. A letter and a lamp of knowledge will be given to any student who is on the principal’s honor roll first quarter, first 

semester and third quarter of the current year. 
4. Letters will be awarded the first year and bars will be awarded for subsequent years.  The lamp of knowledge will be 

awarded each year a student qualifies. 
5. In case of dispute, an appeals committee consisting of the NHS sponsor, the high school counselor and three NHS 

members will make the final recommendations to the principal. 
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GRADING SCALE: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM:   
Clear Creek High School is proud to offer Advanced Placement courses:  AP Biology, AP Environmental Science, AP 
Calculus AB, AP English Literature and Composition, AP English Language and Composition, AP Studio Art, AP United 
States Government and Politics, AP United States History and AP World History.  Course offerings may vary from year to 
year and are based upon teacher recommendation and student readiness. Participation in the corresponding AP Exam is 
an expectation for enrollment in AP level courses. Students must determine if they are taking the AP exam no later than 
the end of first quarter.  All students enrolled in an AP course at the beginning of quarter two will be required to take 
the exam.  Students choosing not to take the AP Exam will be enrolled in an Honors level equivalent. See each 
department’s course listings for descriptions, prerequisites, and fees. 
 
The Advanced Placement Program has been in existence since 1955, enabling millions of students to take college-level 
courses and exams, and to earn college credit or placement while still in high school. 

● The AP Program offers more than 30 courses and exams.  

● More than 17,000 schools worldwide participate in the AP Program.  

● Each AP Exam, with the exception of AP Studio Art, consists of dozens of multiple-choice questions that are 
scored by machine, as well as free-response questions (essays, translations, problems, oral responses) that are 
scored at the annual AP Reading by approximately 10,000 college faculty and AP teachers using scoring 
standards and rubrics developed by college and university faculty who teach the corresponding college courses.  

● The composite score for each AP Exam is converted to a grade of 5, 4, 3, 2 or 1. An AP Exam grade of 5 is 
equivalent to an A in the corresponding college course; a grade of 4 is equivalent to grades of A-, B+ and B; and a 
grade of 3 is equivalent to grades of B-, C+ and C.  

● Students passing three (3) or more AP tests may be named an AP Scholar.  Students can check with our 
counseling department about the policies of individual colleges that they are interested in attending.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter Percentage Odysseyware 
Weight 

Regular GPA 
Weight 

Honors GPA 
Weight 

AP GPA  
Weight 

A+ 98-100 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 

A 93-97 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 

A- 90-92 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 

B+ 88-89 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 

B 83-87 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 

B- 80-82 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 

C+ 78-79 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 

C 73-77 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 

C- 70-72 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 

D 65-69 .5 1.0 1.5 2.0 

F 0-64 0 0 0 0 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT “REALITY CHECK”: 
Think about your priorities and how you would like your life to unfold next school year. We encourage you to stretch 
academically, to participate in other activities and to be healthy. Answer the questions truthfully, talk to your parents, 
teachers, counselors, peers, and do some research about what particular schools want to see. We sincerely encourage 
you to get all the information that you can and then make the best-informed decision for you. 
 
Why am I considering an AP course? 
The right reasons:    Other reasons: 
__ Love the subject    __ Looks good on my college app/Honors Diploma 
__ Want to learn more about the subject __ All my friends are taking it 
__ Want to go into more depth in this area __ I am feeling pressured to take it 
__ Want to challenge myself 
 
Is there summer work to prepare for the class and do I have time to devote to it during the summer? 
Talk with the teacher for the course or view the summer work posted on the CCHS website under the Counseling tab. 
 
How much time do I have to devote to one or more AP courses during the school year? 
Do I have a job? 
Do I participate in a sport or after school activity? 
Do I volunteer regularly? 
Do I have time-consuming responsibilities at home? 
How much time does the teacher think I need each day to be successful taking this AP course? 
 
Things to consider and discuss before I register for an AP course: 
Before you meet with the counselor, be sure that you have seriously considered the following. 

● Am I taking the course(s) for the right reasons? 

● Do I have enough time in the day for all of my commitments? 

● How committed am I to doing well in this course if it proves a challenge for me? 

● Have I considered the cumulative effect of taking multiple Honors/AP courses? 

● What will happen if this course load is difficult and I cannot change my schedule? 

o Would I be willing to adjust hours or give up a job? 

o Would I be willing to drop a sport or activity? 

o Would I be satisfied with a grade less than a B? 
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TYPES OF PROGRAMS AND SUGGESTED COURSE OF STUDY 
 
GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM: 
This curriculum is designed for the student who is not certain about future plans and commitments and wants a basic 
educational background with an opportunity to explore a great variety of electives, which might include courses for pre-
vocational preparation.  Following this plan can help students clarify their own thinking about interests, abilities, and 
needs.  This curriculum will increase general awareness of the kinds of educational opportunities available and the 
relationships of school subjects to activities involved in a variety of potential occupations.  As students explore the variety 
of electives possible, they will find it important to consult periodically with both the school counselor and their parents 
about their experiences and make changes in career plans. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM: 
 

Required Subject 9th 10th 11th 12th 

 Community Service –40 hours 
cumulative over 4 years 

***Must be completed before start of 2nd semester of Senior year*** 

(1.0) Physical Education *******One credit taken at any time******* 

(0.5) Health Health    

(4.0) English Freshman 
Composition 

World 
Literature or US 

Literature  

World 
Literature or US 

Literature or 
recommended 
English elective 

Language, 
Speech & 

Communication 
or 

recommended 
English elective 

(1.0) Visual Arts OR Music 
          OR Applied Arts OR 
          Applied Technology 

 
*******One credit taken at any time******* 

(3.0) Mathematics As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher 

As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher 

As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher or 

Math Elective 

Math elective 
suggested 

(3.0) Science Earth Science  Biology Science electives  
(as recommended by science 

teacher) 

(3.5) Social Studies Human 
Geography 

World History U.S. History American 
Government/ 

Economics 

(2.0) Foreign Language French I or 
Spanish I 

French II or 
Spanish II 

French III or 
Spanish III 

French IV or 
Spanish IV 

(8.0) Electives   Suggested: 
Work Study  

(2 credits max.) 
Or 

Internship 
(2 credits max.) 

 
 

Suggested: 
Work Study 

(2 credits max.) 
        Or 

Internship 
(2 credits max.) 
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM: 
This curriculum is designed for the student who wants to prepare for (1) employment in certain specialized fields of 
work; (2) entry into apprenticeship programs for selected skilled trades; or (3) admission into institutions offering post-
high school vocational or technical training.  This will also prepare the high school graduate for a course of study at a 
community college or a post-secondary program, which leads to an associate degree or two-year certification and to 
some four-year colleges or universities.  Admission requirements for specific colleges vary and should be researched 
prior to enrollment in any sequential course of study. 

 
RECOMMENDED CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM: 

 

Required Subject 9th 10th 11th 12th 

Community Service –40 hours 
cumulative over 4 years 

***Must be completed before start of 2nd semester of Senior year*** 

(1.0) Physical Education *******One credit taken at any time******* 

(0.5) Health Health    

(4.0) English Freshman 
Composition 

 

World 
Literature or US 

Literature or 
Dramatic 

Literature or 
recommended 
English elective 

World 
Literature or US 

Literature or 
Dramatic 

Literature or 
recommended 
English elective 

Language, 
Speech & 

Communication 
or Dramatic 
Literature or 

recommended 
English elective 

(1.0) Visual Arts OR Music 
           OR Applied Arts OR 
           Applied Technology 

***At least one credit taken at any time required; however, 
students should take several courses if considering  

a career in these fields*** 

(3.0) Mathematics As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher 

As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher 

As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher or 

Math Elective 

As 
recommended 

by math 
teacher or 

Math Elective 

(3.0) Science Earth Science Biology or Chemistry  
or Physics 

Science Elective 
(optional) 

(3.5) Social Studies Human 
Geography 

World 
Geography 

U.S. History American 
Government/ 

Economics 

(2.0) Foreign Language French I or 
Spanish I 

French II or 
Spanish II 

French III or 
Spanish III 

French IV or 
Spanish IV 

(8.0) Electives   Warren Tech. 
(3 credits max.) 

Or 
Work Study 

(2 credits max.) 
Or 

Internship 
(2 credits max.) 

Or 
Red Rocks 

Community 
College 

Advanced 
Learning 
Program 

Or 
College Courses 

Warren Tech. 
(3 credits max.) 

Or 
Work Study 

(2 credits max.) 
Or 

Internship 
(2 credits max.) 

Or 
Red Rocks 

Community 
College 

Advanced 
Learning 
Program 

Or 
College Courses 
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COLLEGE PREPARATORY CURRICULUM 
This curriculum is designed for the student who is committed to further study at a college or university.  It is important 
to keep in mind that this is only a recommended program.  Admission requirements for college entrance and 
recommended background preparation will vary from college to college and is often dependent upon the choice of the 
college major and the department in which the student will work toward a degree.  As soon as possible after the student 
identifies their intended college major, they should obtain information concerning entrance requirements and 
preparation recommended by the college or colleges to which admission might be sought.  In general, many colleges 
have the following entrance requirements differing from or in addition to CCHS requirements: 

 * Math (at least 4 years of math-Algebra 1 and higher; Engineering majors need AP Calculus) 
 * World Language (2 credits required; many colleges require 2-3 years; each semester earning a C or higher) 

* Science (many colleges require 3 years; Engineering majors need Physics) 

 
RECOMMENDED COLLEGE PREPARATORY CURRICULUM: 

 

Required Subject 9th 10th 11th 12th 

Community Service –40 hours 
cumulative over 4 years 

***Must be completed before start of 2nd semester of Senior year*** 

(1.0) Physical Education *******One credit taken at any time******* 

(0.5) Health Health    

(4.0) English Freshman 
Composition or 

Honors 
Freshman 

Composition 

Honors World 
Literature or 
Honors US 

Literature or 
Dramatic 

Literature or 
recommended 
English elective 

AP Literature or 
AP Language or 
recommended 
English elective 

AP Literature or 
AP Language or 
recommended 
English elective 

(1.0) Visual Arts OR Music 
          OR Applied Arts OR 
          Applied Technology 

*******One credit taken at any time******* 

(3.0) Mathematics Algebra I 
Honors or 
Geometry 
Honors or 
Algebra II 

Honors 

Geometry 
Honors, 

Algebra II 
Honors or Pre-

Calculus or 
Statistics 

 

Algebra II 
Honors or 

Statistics or 
Pre-Calculus or 

AP  Calculus 

Pre-Calculus or 
Statistics or AP 

Calculus 

(3.0) Science Earth Science 
or Honors Earth 

Science 
 

Biology or 
Honors Biology 

Science electives (as recommended 
by Science teacher) 

(3.5) Social Studies Human 
Geography 

World History 
or AP World 

History or CU 
Succeed World 

History 

US History or 
AP US History 
or CU Succeed 

US History 

American 
Government or 
AP Government 

and 
Economics or 

Honors 
Economics 

(2.0) Foreign Language French I 
Spanish I 

French II 
Spanish II 

French III 
Spanish III 

French IV 
Spanish IV 

(8.0) Electives Foreign/World Language may require 3 years 
Additional courses focusing on post-secondary areas of pursuit 

which may include college courses 



Page 14 of 36 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY/INDUSTRIAL ARTS 
New students to the program should take the Beginning Woodworking course. 

 
BEGINNING WOODWORKING:         1 semester, 0.5 credit 
This course covers basic skills in machine and hand tool use. Students will learn the fundamentals of problem solving and 
wood joinery through building a traditional shaker table. Safety is always a top priority in the wood shop. All beginning 
woodworkers are required to complete a safety manual that will be kept on record for the student’s entire 
woodworking career at Clear Creek High School.  
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule        
Optional fees: Depends on projects 
 
INTERMEDIATE WOODWORKING:         1 semester, 0.5 credit 

A natural extension to beginning woodworking, this course introduces more difficult joinery techniques and 
skills needed for constructing more complex compositions from wood (shop stool and musical instrument). 
These projects require a moderate level of independent thinking, problem solving and follow through. 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Woodworking  
Required fees:  See current fee schedule          
Optional fees:  Depends on projects 

 
ADVANCED WOODWORKING (not offered every year, see counselor for options):    1 semester, 0.5 credit 
A natural extension to intermediate woodworking, this course requires considerable amounts of independent thinking 
and a high-level of problem solving capacity.  Students will focus on furniture making, musical instrument making, 
artistic sculpture and artistic lathe turning.  
Prerequisite: Intermediate Woodworking 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule        
Optional fees:  Depends on projects 
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ENGLISH 

CCHS requires each student to earn four credits of English to graduate. Students may earn one full credit per year. At 
least a half (0.5) credit in English must be earned during the senior year. The following courses meet the graduation 
requirements: 
 
Freshman Composition 
World Literature I/Honors World Literature I 
US Literature/Honors US Literature 
Dramatic Literature 
Advanced Dramatic Literature 
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition  

 
FRESHMAN COMPOSITION:           1 year, 1 credit 
Freshman English is a comprehensive English course of literature, composition, and language, including listening and 
speaking. The study of literature includes reading and comprehending a wide variety of literary forms including short 
stories, nonfiction, poetry, drama, novels, and spoken and visual texts. The course offers supportive reading strategies 
for a variety of purposes. This course also focuses on the writing process through response to literature, creative writing, 
and connections to real-life situations and problem-solving. The study of language targets usage, mechanics, and 
strategies for vocabulary development integrated into literature and composition components. In addition, the course 
will teach grammatical concepts and applications. Students will review punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and usage as 
well as work on logical thinking and various modes of composition, including the research paper. Listening and speaking 
skills are also developed throughout the course. 
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees: None 

FRESHMAN COMPOSITION - HONORS:          1 year, 1 credit 
Freshman English is a comprehensive English course of literature, composition, and language, including listening and 
speaking. The study of literature includes reading and comprehending a wide variety of literary forms including short 
stories, nonfiction, poetry, drama, novels, and spoken and visual texts. The course offers supportive reading strategies 
for a variety of purposes. This course also focuses on the writing process through response to literature, creative writing, 
and connections to real-life situations and problem-solving. The study of language targets usage, mechanics, and 
strategies for vocabulary development integrated into literature and composition components. In addition, the course 
will teach grammatical concepts and applications. Students will review punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and usage as 
well as work on logical thinking and various modes of composition, including the research paper. Listening and speaking 
skills are also developed throughout the course. This course has an advanced pacing and rigor. 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation required 
Required fees: None 

WORLD LITERATURE (offered alternately with United States Literature):     1 year, 1 credit 
This course is a literature-based course that includes weekly vocabulary work, as well as grammar and usage instruction. 
We will read novels, short stories, and poetry from North America, South America, Europe, Africa, and Asia that explore 
universal themes. We will also be focusing on the crossover of historical contexts and how they affect and continue to 
affect our everyday lives and society. Through our readings, we will breakdown stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, 
and be able to express our views and see how they change over the course of our units. This course will develop 
listening, writing, speaking, discussion, and study skills as we focus on critical understanding of texts and developing 
content and structure of written work. Students will practice writing analytical, expository, research-based, and creative 
pieces.  
Prerequisite: Freshman Composition. Open to 10th-12th grades 
Required fees: None 
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WORLD LITERATURE - HONORS (offered alternately with United States Literature Honors):   1 year, 1 credit 
This course is a literature-based course that includes weekly vocabulary work, as well as grammar and usage instruction. 
We will read novels, short stories, and poetry from North America, South America, Europe, Africa, and Asia that explore 
universal themes. We will also be focusing on the crossover of historical contexts and how they affect and continue to 
affect our everyday lives and society. Through our readings, we will breakdown stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, 
and be able to express our views and see how they change over the course of our units. This course will develop 
listening, writing, speaking, discussion, and study skills as we focus on critical understanding of texts and developing 
content and structure of written work. Students will practice writing analytical, expository, research-based, and creative 
pieces, all with the advanced rigor and pacing of an honors course. 
Prerequisites: Honors Freshman Composition and/or teacher recommendation. Open to 10th-12th grades. 
Students must complete all required summer reading and assignments by the first day of class or will be reassigned to 
a regular level literature course. 
Required fees: Students will provide their own copy of the summer reading text 
 
UNITED STATES LITERATURE (offered alternately with World Literature):     1 year, 1 credit 
This course is a survey of literature from the United States that provides students with foundations in reading and 
writing necessary for the completion of a comprehensive standards-based high school curriculum with an emphasis on 
the important works and themes that come out of the United States. Students will read a substantial selection of US 
literature from various regions and cultures, including short stories, novels, drama, non-fiction and poetry. Students will 
produce narratives, creative, analytical, persuasive, and research-based essays. This course includes a vocabulary 
component and instruction in grammar and usage as needed.  
Prerequisites: Freshman Composition. Open to 10th-12th grades.  
Required fees: None 
 
UNITED STATES LITERATURE- HONORS (offered alternately with World Literature Honors):   1 year, 1 credit 
This course is a survey of literature from the United States that provides students with foundations in reading and 
writing necessary for the completion of a comprehensive standards-based high school curriculum with the advanced 
rigor and pacing of an Honors course. Students will read a substantial selection of US literature including short stories, 
novels, drama, non-fiction and poetry. Students will produce narratives, creative, analytical, persuasive, and research-
based essays. This course includes a vocabulary component and instruction in grammar and usage as needed. This 
course has an advanced pacing and rigor. 
Prerequisites: Honors Freshman Composition and/or teacher recommendation. Open to 10th-12th grades. 
Students must complete all required summer reading and assignments by the first day of class or will be reassigned to 
a regular level literature course. 
Required fees: Students will provide their own copy of the summer reading text 
 
DRAMATIC LITERATURE:          1 year, 1 credit 
This yearlong course will introduce students to a wide variety of plays and dramatic selections. We will analyze literature 
intended for theatrical performance and translate the performance from the page to the stage, through work with 
acting, directing, and theatrical design. Drama's significance and impact as a literary genre throughout history will be 
explored through reading, discussion, written analysis, and student performances. This class requires satisfactory 
completion of all homework, essays, tests, and performances and daily active participation is a main component. This 
course may be counted as an English credit and will therefore equal a regular English class in both required work ethic 
and demonstration of English standards and skill mastery.  
Prerequisites: Freshman Composition. Open to 10th-12th grades 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
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ADVANCED DRAMATIC LITERATURE:         1 year, 1 credit 
This yearlong course is for the student who has a sincere interest in continuing to grow in theater arts and the study of 
dramatic literature. It provides an in-depth study of the theater and its literature, focusing specifically on analysis, 
theory, playwriting, evaluating, acting, directing, and design. This class will further students’ knowledge and experience 
in the craft of creating and performing theater with purpose and meaning, before a variety of audiences in a variety of 
settings. Participation in the production of a final performance is required.  
Prerequisite: Dramatic Literature. Open to 11th-12th grades.   
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
LANGUAGE, SPEECH, & COMMUNICATION:                                                                                    1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on the evidence, reasoning, and language that form the basis for oral and written communication 
and speech. Students will apply the principles of organization, clarity, vitality, and ethics to creating and evaluating 
speeches, poetry, storytelling, media, interpersonal communications, professional/business communications, and 
debate. Students will learn and apply effective ways to use voice, body language, and word choice to communicate a 
message (both written and oral) to a variety of audiences. The class places a heavy emphasis on both oral speaking and 
listening and writing.  
Prerequisite: Freshman Composition. Open to 10th-12th grades.  
Required fees: None 

 
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION (offered alternately with AP English Literature):   1 year, 1 credit 
This course has a college level rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-based 
analytic and argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or drafts. Students will be required to evaluate, 
synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Throughout the course, students will develop a personal style 
by making appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally, students will read and analyze the rhetorical elements and 
their effects in non-fiction texts (with some fiction texts), including graphic images as forms of text, from many 
disciplines and historical periods.  
Prerequisite: Previous year of honors/AP English and instructor recommendation. Open to 11th-12th grades 
Students must complete all required summer reading and assignments by the first day of class or will be reassigned to 
a regular level literature course. 
Required fees: Students will provide their own copies of summer reading texts (up to $50); AP Exam fee 

 
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION (offered alternately with AP English Language):   1 year, 1 credit 
The course outline and readings will closely follow the description issued by the College Board. This course prepares 
students to take the AP Literature and Composition exam in the spring and succeed in college literature classes. The 
course will require challenging reading drawn from the AP reading list and students will write critically in response to 
these literary works. Students should consider the reading and writing load when planning the remainder of their course 
schedule. Students in this course are expected to take the AP Literature and Composition exam. 
 Prerequisite: Previous year of honors/AP English and instructor recommendation. Open to 11th-12th grades 
Students must complete all required summer reading and assignments by the first day of class or will be reassigned to 
a regular level Literature course. 
Required fees: Students will provide their own copies of summer reading texts (up to $50); AP Exam fee 
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FINE ARTS/MUSIC 

GUITAR I:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on the study of basic musicianship and techniques of playing the guitar. Students will learn to read 
melodic music notation, chord progressions, and tablature.  The course also includes music fundamentals, theory, songs, 
performances, listening experiences and improvisation, in a primarily self-directed learning environment.  Standard 
acoustic guitar (steel strings) or classical guitar (nylon/steel strings) will be used.  Instruments may be available on a 
limited basis, although student-owned instruments are preferred.  Due to limited amplifier capacity, electric guitars are 
not allowed for this class.  Opportunities for public performance may occur during the enrollment period.   
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
Optional fees:  Instrument purchase or rental if needed 
 
PIANO:             1 year, 1 credit 
This course is primarily for beginning pianists with little or no experience on the instrument. Piano Lab provides 
opportunities for students to start or to continue learning how to play the piano. Students will receive instruction in 
basic piano technique, music reading, and basic music theory, and will apply this knowledge and skills to playing pieces 
and songs ranging from classical to popular within their level of proficiency.  Students will learn and perform individual 
pieces for peers during class, and will have opportunity to perform in public, as well as learn and perform ensemble 
selections as a class. 
Enrollment is limited to 11 students because of equipment limitations. 
Prerequistites: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule  
 
CONCERT BAND:           1 year, 1 credit 
Concert Band focuses on the development of skills, knowledge, artistry, and musicianship, evaluated regularly during the 
academic year.  Public performances occur outside of the school day and are required.  The ensemble performs 
frequently throughout the year in evening concerts, school athletic events, festivals, and other events.  A large and 
diverse repertoire of appropriate literature for the wind band will be explored, and will serve as the primary platform for 
a curriculum based on the Colorado Academic Standards in Music.  Students will explore conducting, composition, 
arranging, and improvisation in addition to the traditional concert band experience. 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate-level skill on an acoustic band or orchestral instrument 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
Optional fees:  Instrument rental fee if needed 
 
SHOW CHOIR:            1 year, 1 credit 
Show Choir is the select ensemble for Clear Creek High School. This means, extra practice, rehearsals, time, and 
dedication are required. Musical concepts covered will include; proper vocal and choral technique, score study, 
advanced music theory and ear training, and music history. This group will perform several times a year including 
concerts, traveling performances, community outreach events, and festivals and competitions. As the pace, rehearsal 
and performance schedules for this group are very rigorous, attendance and dedication are crucial.   
Prerequisite:  Invitation only based on audition. Students must keep their grade above a C-.  Members will also be 
required to attend a choir retreat over the summer.  
Required fees:  See current fee schedule; uniform purchase 
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MADRIGALS:            1 year, 1 credit 
Madrigals is the select female ensemble for Clear Creek High School. As a select ensemble, extra practice, rehearsals, 
time, and dedication are required. Musical concepts covered will include; proper vocal and choral technique, score 
study, advanced music theory and ear training, and music history. This group will perform several times a year including 
concerts, traveling performances, community outreach events, and festivals and competitions. As the pace, rehearsal 
and performance schedules for this group are very rigorous, attendance and dedication are crucial. Participation in 
another vocal group simultaneously is highly recommended.  
Prerequisite:  Invitation only based on audition Members will also be required to attend a choir retreat over the 
summer. 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
 
MEN'S CONCERT CHOIR:          1 year, 1 credit 
This ensemble is for male voices; singers will perform a wide variety of repertoire written specifically for developing 
male voices. This course focuses on helping male singers develop their vocal technique, choral singing, and music 
literacy skills. Musical concepts covered include proper vocal techniques and production, music literacy and basic music 
theory skills, ear training, and music history.  A wide variety of musical literature and styles, primarily in two or three-
part harmony, are covered. Participation and dedication to this ensemble are essential; therefore, this ensemble is a 
yearlong class.  Performances include evening concerts throughout the year as well as traveling performances and are 
required to receive academic credit. Extra rehearsals outside of class time may be required. This class may be combined 
with Women’s Concert Choir depending on enrollment. 
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule; uniform purchase is also required 
 
WOMEN’S CONCERT CHOIR:          1 year, 1 credit 
This ensemble is for female voices; singers will perform a wide variety of repertoire written specifically for developing 
female voices. This course focuses on helping female singers develop their vocal technique, choral singing, and music 
literacy skills. Musical concepts covered include proper vocal techniques and production, music literacy and basic music 
theory skills, ear training, and music history.  A wide variety of musical literature and styles, primarily in two or three-
part harmony, are covered. Participation and dedication to this ensemble are essential; therefore, this ensemble is a 
yearlong class.  Performances include evening concerts throughout the year as well as traveling performances and are 
required to receive academic credit. Extra rehearsals outside of class time may be required. This class may be combined 
with Men’s Concert Choir depending on enrollment. 
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule; uniform purchase is also required 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION (not offered every year, see counselor for options):     1 year, 1 credit 
Music Appreciation is a class for students interested in learning more about music without picking up an instrument or 
singing. This class will cover topics such as basic elements of music, music history and music philosophy. Students will 
listen to, analyze and critique music of all styles and genres in order to gain a broader understanding of the world of 
music in the past, present and future.  
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees: None 
 
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY:           1 year, 1 credit 
This is an introductory course in the principles of audio and sound recording, creating, and editing. Students will use 
programs such as Soundtrap, Adobe Audition, and Audacity to create original musical compositions and projects. No 
prior musical experience is needed, however, having training on an instrument or voice is helpful. Students interested in 
the current methods of music creation and production should consider taking this course.  
Prerequisite: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule  



Page 20 of 36 

 

 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
DRAWING AND PAINTING:          1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an exploration of a variety of media and topics related to two-dimensional design, color theory, and 
printmaking projects. Students will be expected to keep a sketchbook of weekly drawings and ideas for projects. The end 
of the year will culminate with student-produced portfolios.   
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
Optional fees:  Depends on projects 
 
POTTERY AND SCULPTURE:          1 year, 1 credit 
Many of the projects are functional pottery pieces, such as producing sets of mugs and bowls. Sculptural explorations of 
a variety of media including ceramics, wire, wood, found object sculptural projects, and mask making are also explored. 
Students are expected to keep a journal of drawings and ideas and the semester will culminate with student portfolios. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
Optional fees:  Depends on projects 
 
HONORS ART:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course is open to any media such as drawing, painting, pottery, and sculpture. The course is for students who have 
completed one year of art class and want to further their knowledge in the arts. Students will create a portfolio of 
artworks relating and demonstrating artistic concepts. Students will also be expected to display their works in various 
ways. 
Prerequisites: At least one year of either Drawing/Painting or Pottery/Sculpture 
Required fee: See current fee schedule 
 
AP STUDIO ART:           1 year, 1 credit 
This college-level class is for sophomores through seniors who wish to improve their artistic skills, develop a portfolio of 
work, and earn college credit while still in high school.  Students must submit a portfolio to the AP Board in May for 
judging.  The number of college credits earned is dependent on the score and the individual college.  Students are 
expected to do extensive additional work outside class, keep a sketchbook, and enter competitions.  The portfolio 
consists of a breadth demonstrating a variety of techniques, media, and subjects and a concentration section 
demonstrating an in-depth exploration of one theme or idea. This course is strongly recommended for students who 
wish to major in art and/or apply for art scholarships. 
Prerequisites: At least one year of either Drawing/Painting or Pottery/Sculpture 
Required fee: See current fee schedule; AP Exam/Portfolio 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
ALGEBRA I:              1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on (1) seeing structure in expressions, equations, and inequalities, (2) arithmetic with polynomials 
and rational expressions, and (3) creating equations and reasoning with them to solve real world problems.  Students 
will be asked to write and solve one and two-step equations, including equations with one solution, no solution, and 
infinitely many solutions.  Students will solve two step inequalities, compound inequalities and absolute value 
inequalities.  Students will explore the key features that characterize a chart, graph, or rule as a function.  They will use 
function notation to write rules, as well as identify domain and range.  Students will be asked to solve real world 
problems that model linear situations, including direct variations.  Students will explore the concept of slope as 
describing the steepness of a line, in order to write equations in slope- intercept form, point-slope form, and standard 
form.  Students will evaluate and write functions from charts and graphs.  They will write and graph inequalities in two 
variables, and solve systems of equations using graphing, substitution, and elimination methods.  Other study topics 
include powers (± bases of 1 to 10 & exponents 1 to 3), graphical representations (line graph, bar graph, circle/pie chart, 
box & whisker plot, and stem & leaf plots), measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode, & range), percentages, 
interest, proportions, similarity, probability, the counting principle, perimeter/circumference, area, volume, surface 
area, and single unit conversions.  Algebra 1 is a challenging exploration of the algebraic concepts students need as they 
continue through high school mathematics.   
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or a comparable math course 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
  
HONORS ALGEBRA I:           1 year, 1 credit 
All concepts as described above but at a more advanced level and faster pace. 
This course focuses on (1) seeing structure in expressions, equations, and inequalities, (2) arithmetic with polynomials 
and rational expressions, and (3) creating equations and reasoning with them to solve real world problems. Algebra 1 is 
a challenging exploration of the algebraic concepts students need as they continue on through high school mathematics.   
Prerequisite: Recommendation by instructor 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
 
GEOMETRY:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course introduces the methods of proof by applying those methods to Geometric concepts.  The methods of proof 
include two column, flowchart, and paragraph proofs.  The Geometric concepts to be covered will include perpendicular 
and parallel lines, types of angles and their relationships created when parallel lines are cut by a transversal.  The 
concepts of Theorems and Postulates will be learned in order to explore congruent triangles, similar triangles, 
quadrilaterals, and polygons.  The application of these formulas will be emphasized: midpoint, slope, and distance 
(Pythagorean Theorem) so that Geometric relationships and be both discovered and explained.  An introduction to 
Special Right Triangles and basic Trigonometric Ratios is included in the course with an emphasis on ratios, scale factors, 
and proportions.  In addition, students will be exposed to tangents, chords, arcs, central angles, inscribed angles, 
transformations, as well as area and volume of geometric figures. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
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HONORS GEOMETRY:            1 year, 1 credit 
All concepts as described above but at a more advanced level. This course introduces the methods of proof by applying 
those methods to Geometric concepts.  The methods of proof include two column, flow chart, paragraph, and 
coordinate proofs.  The Geometric concepts to be covered will include perpendicular and parallel lines, types of angles 
and their relationships created when parallel lines are cut by a transversal.  The concepts of Theorems and Postulates 
will be learned in order to explore congruent triangles, similar triangles, quadrilaterals, and polygons.  The application of 
these formulas will be emphasized: midpoint, slope, and distance (Pythagorean Theorem) so that Geometric 
relationships and be both discovered and explained.  An introduction to Special Right Triangles and basic Trigonometric  
Ratios is included in the course with an emphasis on ratios, scale factors, and proportions.  In addition students will be 
exposed to tangents, chords, arcs, central angles, inscribed angles, transformations, as well as area and volume of 
geometric figures. 
Prerequisite: Exceptional completion of Algebra I. Recommendation by instructor 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
 
ALGEBRA II:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an extension of the Algebra 1 curriculum. Topics that were first introduced in Algebra 1 will be built upon 
and applied to problems that require higher order thinking skills. The covered topics include application of functions, 
equations and inequalities, logarithmic and exponential relationships, quadratic and polynomial equations. Other topics 
include conics (parabolas, circles, and ellipses), radical functions, and rational function. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
 
HONORS ALGEBRA II:           1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an extension of the Algebra 1 curriculum. Topics that were first introduced in Algebra 1 will be built upon 
and applied to problems that require higher order thinking skills. The covered topics include application of functions, 
equations and inequalities, logarithmic and exponential relationships, quadratic and polynomial equations, conics 
(parabolas, circles, ellipses, & hyperbolas), radical functions, and rational exponents. Honors Algebra 2 will be taught at a 
faster pace and will cover more topics with a deeper understanding of the concepts. Along with more concepts, students 
will be asked to apply concepts to higher order thinking skills to solve problems. (All Honors Algebra 2 students will need 
to maintain a C average throughout each quarter, or will be moved to a different Algebra class to help them be more 
successful in the course.)  
Prerequisite:  Exceptional completion of Algebra I. Instructor recommendation 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
  
PRE-CALCULUS:              1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on functional analysis including an in-depth algebraic, graphical, and numerical study of: absolute 
value, polynomials, radical functions, rational functions, exponential functions, logarithmic functions, trigonometric, and 
parametric functions. A complete study of conics will be conducted including: circles, ellipses, parabolas, and 
hyperbolas. Functional analysis will also include transformations, operations of functions, compositions, inverse 
functions, and limits as they approach constants as well as infinity. There will be an extension into manipulation of 
expressions and identities including trigonometric identities, exponential and logarithmic properties/expressions. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II 
Required fee: Textbook fee 
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AP CALCULUS AB:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course curriculum is designed by College Board to align with the expectations of colleges and universities around 
the world. The syllabus is approved by College Board and given the official Copyright of AP. The curriculum presents 
students with three perspectives on all concepts: analytical, graphical, and numerical representations. The concepts 
taught are functions, limits, derivatives, applications of derivatives, integrals, and applications of integrals. Each concept 
has numerous skills and micro concepts that build throughout the year. For a complete list, please refer to the AP 
Calculus AB course description at AP Central. 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 
Required fees: Textbook fee; AP Exam fee  
 
COLLEGE PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS:         1 year, 1 credit 
This course provides an in-depth study in univariate analysis, bivariate analysis, samples, surveys, experiments, 
probabilities, conditional probabilities, independent events, probability distributions, binomial and geometric 
probabilities, normal approximations to probabilities, and confidence intervals. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II with a 75% or higher, Teacher recommendation required 
Required fees: Textbook fee 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 
 
 
FALL PE/SPRING PE:          1 semester, 0.5 credit 
All PE classes will cover the following topics: volleyball, tag/flag football, ultimate football, softball, wiffle ball, weight 
lifting, aerobics, conditioning, basketball, soccer, track & field, badminton, pickleball, other ball games, strength training, 
rope jumping, cross country, indoor soccer, jogging, ultimate frisbee, floor hockey, lacrosse and flexibility exercises.  
There may also be opportunities to ski, swim and bicycle. Students will participate in most but not all activities during a 
semester. The activities may change due to facilities and weather conditions.  
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 

 
STRENGTH TRAINING AND PHYSICAL FITNESS:       1 semester, 0.5 credit  
All Strength Training and Physical Fitness classes will cover the following topics: weight training, body weight training, 
circuit training, Olympic lifting, CrossFit training, cardiovascular training, anaerobic training, aerobic training , flexibility 
training, plyometrics, and any other sports specific training that can be done in the weight room or gym. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
HEALTH:           1 semester, 0.5 credit 
The Health Education course outline includes the following topics: wellness, managing stress, healthy emotions, 
relationships, reproduction, sexual education, nutrition, dietary needs, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, death and coping with 
death, nervous system, skeletal system, circulatory system, respiratory system, lifelong activities, infectious diseases and 
STD's.  
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
WOMENS FITNESS:          1 semester, 0.5 credit  
All Women’s Fitness classes will cover the following topics: weight training, body weight training, circuit training, 
Olympic lifting, CrossFit training, cardiovascular training, anaerobic training, aerobic training , flexibility training, 
plyometrics, and any other sports specific training that can be done in the weight room or gym. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
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SCIENCE 

 
ASTRONOMY (offered alternately with Human Anatomy):        1year, 1 credit 
This course will provide the student with a study of the universe and the conditions, properties, and motions of bodies in 
space. The content includes, but is not limited to, historical astronomy, astronomical instruments, the celestial sphere, 
the solar system, space exploration, the Earth/moon system, the sun as a star, and stars. There is an optional 
planetarium field trip with adequate attendance. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
BIOLOGY:             1 year, 1 credit  
This course is designed to give the student an overview of biological concepts. This course focuses on the natural 
sciences and includes the following topics: Cell biology, individuals, populations, communities, diversity, microbiology, 
plants, animals, cells, reproduction, heredity, and evolution. Dissection of plants and animals is required in this class. This 

class meets the science requirement necessary for admission to most colleges and universities. 
Prerequisites: High school lab-based science course or teacher recommendation  
Required fees: See current fee schedule                
 
HONORS BIOLOGY:            1 year, 1 credit  
This course is an accelerated biology course intended to prepare students for state tests and AP Biology. It is 
recommended for students who have an interest in biological fields such as conservation, environmental studies, or any 
health-related field. This course focuses on the natural sciences and includes the following topics: Cell biology, 
individuals, populations, communities, diversity, microbiology, plants, animals, cells, reproduction, heredity, and 
evolution. Dissection of plants and animals is required in this class.   
Prerequisites: High school lab-based science course or teacher recommendation 
Required fees: See current fee schedule       
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) BIOLOGY (offered alternately with AP Environmental Science):   1 year, 1 credit  
This College level biology course is intended for students who wish to receive college credit at the high school level. The 
course is inquiry-based and encompasses four Big Ideas: 1) the process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life 
2) biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain dynamic 
homeostasis 3) living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes 4) 
biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties. In this course, students 
are expected to perform independent reading, independent projects and extensive independent lab work. Students are 
expected to complete some assignments over the summer. Students prepare for and are required to take the Advanced 
Placement Exam in May.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation; Biology, Chemistry (strongly recommended). Open to 11th & 12th grades 
Required fees:  Purchase own textbook as assigned by instructor, AP Exam; See current fee schedule 
Optional fees:  Lab coat 
 
CHEMISTRY (offered alternately with Physics):        1 year, 1 credit 
This course is on concepts including:  periodic tendencies, acids and bases, gas law equations, chemical reactions, 
solutions, equilibrium and atomic theory. This course is designed as a college-preparatory class and is recommended for 
students going into any scientific field, including veterinary medicine, nursing, engineering, or geology. This course also 
meets the lab science requirements necessary for admission to most colleges and universities.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation, Algebra I and a lab-based high school science course               
Required fees:  See current fee schedule   
 
 
 



Page 26 of 36 

 

 
 
 

HONORS CHEMISTRY (offered alternately with Physics):       1 year, 1 credit 
This course is accelerated Chemistry on concepts including:  periodic tendencies, acids and bases, gas law equations, 
chemical reactions, solutions, equilibrium and atomic theory. This course is designed as a college-preparatory class and 
is recommended for students going into any scientific field, including veterinary medicine, nursing, engineering, or 
geology. This course also meets the lab science requirements necessary for admission to most colleges and universities.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation, Algebra I and a lab-based high school science course               
Required fees:  See current fee schedule   
 
EARTH SCIENCE:           1 year, 1 credit 
In this course, students will study the principles, forces, and systems that shape our Earth and our lives. Units include 
physical and historical geology, Earth’s freshwater and oceans, weather and climate, and basic astronomy. Students will 
be challenged to complete multiple application-based projects, while laboratory experiences will be used to introduce 
and reinforce basic Earth science concepts. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
 
HONORS EARTH SCIENCE:          1 year, 1 credit 
This course will cover the same content as the general Earth science course but will include increased complexity, 
extensions on learning, and more advanced application of the concepts learned. 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (offered alternately with AP Biology):  1 year, 1 credit 
The Advanced Placement Environmental Science course is intended to provide students with scientific principles, 
concepts and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze 
environmental problems of both natural and man-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, 
and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. This course will cover the following themes: 1) 
Science as a process 2) Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes 3) The Earth itself is one interconnected 
system 4) Humans alter natural systems 5) Environmental problems have a cultural and social context 6) Human survival 
depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. In this course, students are expected to perform 
independent reading, independent projects and extensive independent lab work. Students are expected to complete 
some assignments over the summer. Students prepare for and are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam in 
May.  
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation; Biology, Chemistry (strongly recommended) 

Required fees:  Purchase own textbook as assigned by instructor, AP Exam; See current fee schedule 

 
HORTICULTURE (not offered every year, see counselor for options):      1 year, 1 credit 
This course introduces the major concepts of horticultural science.  Course content will include plant structure and 
function, soil and water analysis, propagation, plant growth, common pests and diseases, gardening and 
landscaping.  Students will learn basic plant identification of bedding plants, bulbs, shrubs, trees, ground covers, and 
more.  Learning will occur inside the classroom, in the greenhouse and outside (weather permitting).  Students should 
expect to get their hands dirty! 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
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HUMAN ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY (offered alternately with Astronomy):      1 year, 1 credit  
This course is recommended for students planning to go into medicine, veterinary medicine, sports medicine, dental, 
nursing and health-related occupations. This course would benefit those interested in anatomical illustration.  
This course focuses on the study of various human body systems including muscular, digestive, respiratory, circulatory, 
endocrine, nervous, skeletal, integumentary, excretory, and reproductive. Microscopic observations and dissection are 
integral parts of the course. The dissection of organs/tissues is a requirement in this class. There is an optional human 
cadaver field trip in the spring but there must be a minimum of 15 eligible students to attend.  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Biology, Chemistry recommended 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule                 
 
PHYSICS (offered alternately with Chemistry):         1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an algebraic and conceptual approach to explaining the fundamentals of classical physics, including the 
areas of mechanics, work and energy, electricity and magnetism, thermodynamics, waves, optics, and modern physics. 
These concepts will be extended and applied to numerous word problems of varying complexity. Students will be 
challenged to complete multiple application-based projects, while laboratory experiences will be used to introduce and 
reinforce basic physics concepts. 
Prerequisites: Algebra 2 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
HONORS PHYSICS (offered alternately with Chemistry):        1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an algebraic and conceptual approach to explaining the fundamentals of classical physics, including the 
areas of mechanics, work and energy, electricity and magnetism, thermodynamics, waves, optics, and modern physics. 
These concepts will be extended and applied to numerous word problems of varying complexity. Students will be 
challenged to complete multiple application-based projects, while laboratory experiences will be used to introduce and 
reinforce basic physics concepts. This course is at an accelerated pace and more in-depth than Physics. 
Prerequisites: Algebra 2 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
 
ZOOLOGY (not offered every year, see Counselor for options):       1 year, 1 credit 
This course is an introduction to the diversity of marine and terrestrial animals around the world.  Concepts will include 
the behavior, structure, and physiology of animals along with how they interact with their ecosystems. Students will 
learn to recognize and classify major groups of animals in ecological and evolutionary context.  
Prerequisites: Biology 
Required fees: See current fee schedule 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY:                                                                                             1 semester, 0.5 credit 
Human geography integrates the components of society such as population growth, distribution and demographics, 
culture (language and religion), urban contexts, political organization of the world, and global economics and 
development. These elements are interpreted spatially and related to the environment in which these societies operate. 
Case studies will be researched, analyzed and evaluated using technology. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
 
WORLD HISTORY:                                                                                                       1 year, 1 credit 
This course surveys world history from the emergence of civilizations to the modern day.  Students will study political, 
social, economic, and cultural forces in both Western and non-Western civilizations.  Assessment methods include 
essays, projects and exams.  Reading and writing are emphasized.  
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
              
CU SUCCEED/ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) WORLD HISTORY:             1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on world history from 8000 BCE to the present.  Students will analyze interactions among major 
societies, change and continuity across the world, the impact of technology and demography, social and gender 
structures, cultural and intellectual developments, and changes in states.  Students in this course are expected to 
complete a summer assignment.  Students prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam in May. This course and instructor 
have been approved under the CU Succeed guidelines offering college credit (up to 6 college credits through CU 
Denver).  Visit the website or ask instructor for more details. www.ucdenver.edu/cusucceed         
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation 
Required fees:  Textbook (varies), AP Exam             
 
U.S. HISTORY:                                                                                                              1 year, 1 credit 
The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with a comprehensive study of the United States. It is designed to 
help students develop a historical background of the development of the United States as a whole and our relationship 
to the rest of the world. Instruction will include assigned readings, lectures, audio-visual material as well as primary and 
secondary sources. Assessment methods include essays, projects and exams.  Reading and writing are emphasized.         
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None         
 
CU SUCCEED/ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) U.S. HISTORY:                               1 year, 1 credit 
This course is for students who have an ambitious interest and ability in history.  Studies discuss and analyze major 
themes in U.S. History.  Considerable independent student reading and work with original documents are 
featured.  Students in this course are expected to complete a summer assignment.  Students prepare for the Advanced 
Placement Exam in May. This course and instructor have been approved under the CU Succeed guidelines offering 
college credit (up to 6 college credits through CU Denver).  Visit the website or ask instructor for more details. 
www.ucdenver.edu/cusucceed         
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation 
Required fees: Textbook (varies), AP Exam            
 
 
 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/cusucceed
http://www.ucdenver.edu/cusucceed
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ECONOMICS:                                                                                                                     1 semester, 0.5 credit 
This course will give students a greater understanding of economics ranging from the viewpoint of the individual 
consumer or small business owner to the global economy. The course will study the law of supply and demand, forms of 
business, labor unions, government finances and influence on the economy, and money and prices. The course relates 
history and politics to the study of economics.  
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
 
HONORS ECONOMICS:                                          1 semester, 0.5 credit 
This course will give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of 
individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the economic system. It places primary emphasis on 
the nature and functions of product markets and includes the study of factor markets and of the role of government in 
promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Students will cover the following topics: basic economic 
concepts, nature and function of product markets, personal responsibility in America’s economic system, and market 
failure and the role of government.  
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation 
Required fees: None 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:                                                                                      1 semester, 0.5 credit 
This course is a comprehensive study and investigation of the historical background of our government structure, 
Constitution, and rights contained in the Bill of Rights.  Students address the historical development of our rights, 
current constitutional interpretation of these rights, and the manner in which contemporary situations might be 
interpreted and/or resolved.  Students also examine the various manners in which they can practice good citizenship as 
a culminating activity. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS:   1 year, 1 credit 
This course will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. It includes both 
the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples. It 
also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. government and 
politics.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various 
behaviors and outcomes. Topics covered will include constitutional underpinnings of United States Government; Political 
Beliefs and Behaviors; Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media; Institutions of national Government; Public 
Policy; Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Students in this course are expected to complete a summer assignment as well as 
take the end of year Advanced Placement Exam in May.  
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation 
Required fees:  Textbook (varies), AP Exam        
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
In each class the World Languages Department strives to achieve the following: 

* Provide students with the instruction and learning opportunities necessary to become competent in all 
linguistic skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking; 

* Integrate cultural knowledge and foster appreciation of cultural diversity;  
* Encourage intellectual curiosity and personal growth;  
* Help students explore opportunities, both present and future, for using their second language abilities in our 

global society 

 
FRENCH I:            1 year, 1 credit 
In French I, students will develop reading, writing, listening and speaking skills necessary to communicate about familiar 
topics such as families, school, meals, weather, clothing and hobbies.  Students will develop these communication skills 
while engaging in immersive communication activities 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 

 
FRENCH II:            1 year, 1 credit 
In French II, students will broaden their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills through practicing grammar that is 
more complex. These skills will enable students to communicate about food, health, personal and family histories, and 
media.  Students will develop these communication skills alongside whole class and individual studies of French and 
Francophone cultures.   
Prerequisites: French I or 8th Grade French with instructor approval 
Required fees: None 

 
FRENCH III:              1 year, 1 credit 
In French III, students will continue to develop listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills.  Key grammatical concepts 
of the conditional, the subjunctive, and the comparative will enable students to communicate orally and in writing about 
more complex topics.  Apart from expanding student knowledge of French and Francophone cultures, students will work 
to sustain longer conversations, and write compositions on a variety of topics.  The major themes studied in French III 
are the environment, professions, television and other media, and cultural conceptions of friendship.        
Prerequisites: French II or exemplary work in 8th Grade French with instructor approval 
Required fees: None 

 
FRENCH IV            1 year, 1 credit 
In French IV, students study advanced grammar and engage with more complex listening and reading activities. A variety 
of literary and non-literary texts, and online resources will be used in class.  Major themes studied in French IV are 
French history, literature, public health, education policy, diverse societal issues and various aspects of Francophone 
culture.   
Prerequisites: French III 
Required fees: None 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY FRENCH 5:         1 year, 1 credit 
Independent study French 5 consists of 5th semester college-level grammar practice, reading, listening, and writing. 
Students complete all coursework outside of the French classroom.  
Prerequisites: French IV and approval from the teacher, high school counselor, and principal 
Required fees: None 
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SPANISH I:            1 year, 1 credit 
In Spanish I, students will develop reading, writing, listening and speaking skills necessary to communicate about familiar 
topics such as families, school, meals, weather, clothing and hobbies. Students will develop these communication skills 
while engaging in immersive communication activities.  
Prerequisites: None  
Required fees: None 

 
SPANISH II:            1 year, 1 credit 
In Spanish II, students will broaden their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills through practicing grammar that is 
more complex, including present and past tense.  These skills will enable students to communicate about food, health, 
personal and family histories, and media.     
Prerequisites: Spanish I or 8th grade Spanish with instructor approval    
Required fees: None 

 
SPANISH III:            1 year, 1 credit 
In Spanish III, students will continue to develop listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills.  Key grammatical concepts 
of the future, conditional and subjunctive, will enable students to communicate orally and in writing about more 
complex topics.  Students will work to sustain longer conversations and write compositions on a variety of topics.  The 
major themes studied in Spanish III are the environment, professions, television and other media, and cultural 
conceptions of friendship.   
Prerequisites: Spanish II or exemplary work in 8th grade Spanish with instructor approval         
Required fees: None 

 
SPANISH IV:                                                                                1 year, 1 credit 
This course will allow students to apply the skills they acquired over the past three years.  Students will continue to 
study the Spanish language using grammar, through Literature and film, as well as methods that are more 
traditional.  Students will read advanced literature and work on advanced writing compositions. 
Prerequisites:  Spanish III  
Required fees: None 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
The Clear Creek Middle and High School Special Education Department embraces the notion that ALL students will be 
successful in our schools. We are committed to providing educational services based upon the individual needs of each 
student qualifying for special education as prescribed and defined by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The Special Education Department works collaboratively with general educators and 
shares the responsibility for ensuring that qualifying students with disabilities/deficits will meet the success ALL students 
can learn when instruction is geared to their strengths and when given sufficient opportunity to learn. We provide 
specialized instruction and implement accommodations/modifications for students with disabilities/deficits through a 
continuum of services including services provided in the general education classroom to specialized a classroom settings. 
Students with disabilities/deficits receive support from special education teachers, as well as additional support staff, as 
needed. The goal of the Special Education Department is to provide services that will allow students with 
disabilities/deficits to acquire a skill to pursue, to the best of their ability, independent living and post-secondary success.  
 
TRANSMATH:            1 year, 1 credit  
Transmath is a specified course for students who need a continued research based instruction pertaining to 
mathematics intervention. The course is all computer-based. Students will be assessed in the beginning of the course 
and periodically through the curriculum to measure progress. Students will be instructed via individual based needs and 
will receive instruction that will be directed towards the students’ specific deficits. All materials will be provided for each 
student.  
Prerequisite: Class placement based upon recommendation from the CCHS SPED Department 
Required fees: None 
 
CONSUMER MATHEMATICS:           1 year, 1 credit 
This course explains how four basic mathematical operations – addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division – can 
be used to solve real-life problems. It addresses practical applications for math, such as wages, taxes, money 
management, and interest and credit. Projects for the Real World activities are included that promote cross-curricular 
learning and higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Prerequisite: Class placement based upon recommendation from the CCHS SPED Department 
Required fees: None 
 
CAREER ESSENTIALS:            1 year, 1 credit 
This course helps students understand and practice critical life and workplace readiness skills identified by employers, 
state boards of education, and Advance CTE. These skills include personal characteristics, such as positive work ethic, 
integrity, self-representation, and resourcefulness, as well as key people skills, communication skills, and broadly-
applicable professional and technical skills. These skills are universally valuable but sometimes assumed or glossed over 
in more career-specific courses. For that reason, this provides students with a solid foundation in their career studies. 
Prerequisite: Class placement based upon recommendation from the CCHS SPED Department 
Required fees: None 
 
FUNDAMENTAL STUDIES:           1 year, 1 credit 
 This course is designed for students who are determined to receive special education services as identified by IDEA. 
Instruction focuses on individualized student specific IEP goals/objectives and real-world projects that will tailor his/her 
strengths and needs in the academic setting. Students are guided and monitored by their organizational skill set, ability 
to advocate wants/needs, assignment completion in the general education setting, and post-secondary goals and 
objectives related to their specific IEP. 
Prerequisite: Class placement based upon recommendation from the CCHS SPED Department 
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Required fees: None 

 
 

NON-CATEGORICAL AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
ACCESS: This course is Pass/Fail        1 semester, 0.25 elective credit 

Attendance and productive use of ACCESS/Study hall is crucial to academic success. Students do not travel during 
ACCESS without a pass.  An exception to this is during the first 15 minutes of ACCESS, students may travel to the 
bathroom, media center to check out materials, and to their lockers. Students may earn .25 credit per semester for 
ACCESS when ALL classes are passed with a satisfactory grade. 

Prerequisites: None. All students are enrolled in this course unless they have Principal and counselor permission. 

Required fees: None 

 
PHILOSOPHY (offered alternately with Psychology):       1 semester, 0.5 elective credit 
“Man cannot live without philosophy.  This is not a figure of speech, but a literal fact...” (Jacob Needleman).  In this 
course, students explore big questions such as, “Who are we?” And “why are we here?” Philosophy is literally the love of 
wisdom—taking this definition to heart, we will examine this subject from many different angles.  Students should be 
prepared to stretch their minds and think.  Naturally, this will require students to read, write, and be willing to speak and 
listen. Homework is designed to trigger/reinforce thoughts and ideas discussed in class during the day in order to carry 
students to the next lesson.  It will be short (5-10 minutes) provided they have completed the work assigned in class. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 

 
PSYCHOLOGY (offered alternately with Philosophy):     1 semester, 0.5 elective credit 
This course focuses on the basic principles and processes of the inner working of the human mind.  Students will be 
expected to develop the critical thinking skills necessary study the historical roots of psychology and apply these same 
critical thinking skills to reading and analyzing some of the most current scientific research on this subject.  Ultimately, 
our goal is to gain a well-rounded yet serious appreciation for the complexity and mystery of the human psyche. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
 
JOURNALISM (YEARBOOK):          1 year, 1 credit 
This course has been designed to provide students with the journalism skills and the ability to apply those skills to the 
actual production of newspaper articles as well as the yearbook. Units of study include teamwork, responsibility, 
brainstorming, content, coverage, concept, reporting, writing, headlines, captions, editing, photography, typography, 
design, graphics, finances, yearbook campaigns, advertising and distribution. Actual work results in the current volume 
of the school’s yearbook. Mastery of the goals and objectives fully verse staff members in all areas of publication 
production and students should be able to pursue journalism with a strong background either in their advanced studies 
or in a career. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
 
LIFE BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL:          1 year, 1 credit 
This course will cover some of the important subjects that all young adults will need to be familiar with in order to 
succeed in life after high school.  Students will learn how to prepare a budget, balance a checkbook, obtain credit and 
protect their credit rating, purchase major items such as cars and a home, file income taxes, plan for careers, write a 
resume, interview for employment, and basic home economics.  This course will have outside guest speakers and 
projects that will help prepare students to function in the adult world. 
Prerequisites: None 
Required fees: None 
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OUTDOOR SEMINAR/FLY FISHING:         1 year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on learning about man and oneself through a combination of philosophy, film, religion, literature, 
research, and the outdoors.  Students rock climb and rappel, climb a peak, bicycle over one of our mountain passes, 
snowshoe, investigate downtown Denver, overnight camp, and learn about fly fishing, orienteering, outdoor safety and 
survival.  In class, students look at nature, cultures of man, and interaction between man and the wilderness, in order to 
develop their own philosophies for living.  Students will learn the basic skills of fly-fishing, the basics of fly-tying and the 
basics of wading safety.  Students will show proficiency at tying basic knots, setting up a fly rod and reel, and tying basic 
fly patterns.  In addition, students will learn the essentials of a healthy aquatic habitat and receive hands on experience 
with entomology, and water quality.  
Prerequisites:  Good academic standing (in order not to jeopardize grades when missing classes for field trips), and 
moderate physical abilities are necessary. 
Required fees:  See current fee schedule.  All students will need to purchase a Colorado fishing license before fishing.  
Students pay for the cost of each field trip, around $160 for the year, plus any equipment or food needed.  Equipment can 
be borrowed in most cases. Students are responsible for supplying their own waders (boots are not required), bicycle, and 
Vibram-sole hiking boots. 
 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT:            1 year, 1 credit 
This yearlong leadership course is designed to allow students the opportunity to make a difference and be a leader in 
their school and community. Students will explore concepts of leadership, promote school spirit, participate in 
community service, and foster philanthropy. Homecoming, pep rallies, awareness programs and charity events comprise 
the bulk of the projects for the year. Teamwork, reflection, and accountability are an integral part of this class.  
Recommended for: Student Government officers and representatives  
Prerequisites: Students must apply and be accepted based on the application process the year prior to enrollment. 
Advisor discretion will be used with students who transfer into the class. Students must participate in a variety of 
different leadership tasks and school activities throughout the year to attain credit. 
Required fees: None 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION PEER INTERNSHIP:    1 Semester, 0.5 credit OR 20 community service hours 
This course is designed for student mentorship with the special services program within the school. Peer Interns will be 
working with students with disabilities as directed by Special Education Staff as well as managing therapy dogs when 
available. Peer Interns will be trained on how to engage appropriately with students with disabilities as well as assist, 
guide, and supervise students during learning activities. Some of the roles Peer Interns may assist with include help 
during classes, peer coaching on assignments, laundry, dishes, cafeteria stocking and sweeping, photocopier paper 
loading, shredding paper, Coffee Cart, assisting on special education field trips or other roles specified by Special 
Education Staff. Peer Interns are also required to do final reflection paper on their experience with the program. 
Note: The Therapy Dog program and its responsibilities will be within the SPED Peer Internship  
Prerequisites: Recommendation by High School Counselor and SPED staff approval 
Required fees: None 
 
STUDENT ASSISTANTS: This course is Pass/Fail 
High School Teacher Assistant         1 semester, .25 credit 
Media Center Assistant          1 semester, .25 credit 
High School Office Assistant         1 semester, .25 credit 
Students assist staff in a variety of ways including; filing, errands, typing, organizing, special projects, shelving books, etc.  
Students are responsible for arranging assistant positions with appropriate staff.  
Prerequisites: Interested students must have approval from the staff member who they will be assisting, as well as the 
High School Counselor.  
Required fees: None 
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CAREER, TECHNICAL, and ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

WORK STUDY: This course is Pass/Fail     75 hours = .5 credit; 2 credits max per year 
Students can earn high school credit for employment.  A student may receive up to 1 credit as a sophomore, and 2 
credits as a junior/senior.  Students may work after school and weekends.  Students can begin Work Study at any time 
during the school year. Credit can only be earned during the academic year (not summer).  Sophomores cannot get early 
release.  Juniors and seniors may be considered for early release.  
Prerequisites:  Work Study Contract; Counselor approval; Open to 10th-12th grades; For early release, sophomores and 
juniors must maintain a D or higher and have Administration and Counselor approval 
Required fees: None 

 
INTERNSHIP: This course is Pass/Fail      60 hours = .5 credit, 2 credits max per year 
Students may earn high school credit for a guided experience in the student’s career interest. Typically, this is not paid 
employment.  Similar to Work Study, a student can receive up to 2 credits as a junior and an additional 2 credits as a 
senior.  Students may intern after school and weekends.  Students can begin an Internship at any time during the school 
year.  Unlike Work Study, credit can be earned during the summer months in addition to the school year. A student can 
choose an internship site that has already been established or the student and the internship coordinator can create a 
new internship site depending on the student’s interests and schedule.                  
Prerequisite:  Junior or senior status; Counselor approval; Internship Contract 
Required fees: None 
 
WARREN TECH:           3 credits max per year 
Located on the Red Rocks Community College campus, students have the opportunity to study one area from a variety 
of vocational choices available.  Examples of options include auto body, drafting, hotel and restaurant management, 
welding, and more.  Students spend the morning or afternoon at Warren Tech and the other half of the school day at 
CCHS.  Numbers accepted and financed are limited.  Interested students should see the counselor for an application 
during the spring semester the prior year.  Students are selected each year based on an application and interview 
process, conducted the previous spring semester, discipline, attendance, academic performance, and career goals.  
Prerequisites:  Junior or senior status; Counselor and committee approval 
Required fees:  
 
ONLINE LEARNING/INDEPENDENT STUDY:       Credits may vary 
Brigham Young University The BYU Independent Study High School Program is designed to help students who are 
interested in completing their high school studies through a structured online program. See https://is.byu.edu/catalog-
landing 
 
Coursera provides universal access to the world’s best education, partnering with top universities and organizations to 
offer courses online. https://www.coursera.org 
 
Fuel Education offers a variety of courses, conducted fully online, that enhance the curriculum offerings at CCHS.  
Students generally complete coursework during the course of their regular high school day, but they can also access 
courses from home.  Students should review the course options at www.getfueled.com.   
 
Odysseyware (Odyssey Online) This software program is used to provide alternative online education opportunities for 
students.  Classes are delivered in an environment where students can work at their own pace. Classes taken will be 
weighted at a lesser weighted grade scale.  See the counselor for course offerings and options with this program. 
 

Prerequisite:  Counselor approval; “Independent Study” form must be completed with the counselor 
Required fees: Students will be required to pay the cost of the course(s) at the beginning of the semester. If the student 
earns a C or better, the district will reimburse the student. Students will have to pay for the course(s) if they do not 
complete it within the deadline for the course.  

https://is.byu.edu/catalog-landing
https://is.byu.edu/catalog-landing
https://www.coursera.org/
http://www.getfueled.com/
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CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT (COLLEGE COURSES):      Credits may vary 

1. Students may take college courses through Concurrent Enrollment via Independent Study 
2. College courses should be taken to supplement CCHS courses, not replace them 
3. The student should meet with the counselor to get the appropriate paperwork (Independent Study form and CO 

Statewide Concurrent Enrollment form), and all paperwork must be submitted by the deadlines provided. 
4. Tuition is paid at the community college rate with College Opportunity Funds applied, regardless of the college 

the student would like to enroll in 
5.  Transportation, books and fees remain the responsibility of the student 
6. A semester class of 3-4 (college) credits or above will be worth .5 high school credits toward graduation. A 

course taken for 5 or 6 (college) credits will be awarded a maximum of 1 high school credit. The grade will be 
unweighted.  

7. A semester class of less than 3 credits will be worth .25 high school credits toward graduation. The grade will be 
unweighted.  

8. The student will pay the cost of any college class that has an equivalent class offered at Clear Creek High School. 
The content of the course, not its name, will determine whether a course is similar to the CCHS offering. 

9. Clear Creek School District will not pay for summer school college courses. 
10. A student may enroll in a college level class that mirrors a Clear Creek class if one of the following conditions 

exits: 
       a.     An irreconcilable class schedule conflict at CCHS between graduation requirement courses (CCHS class 

schedule supersedes college courses).  
b.  Extenuating personal circumstances – to be determined by both counselor and administrator to exist 

and be best served by this option. 
11. The cost of college classes which are not offered at Clear Creek High School will be paid by the school district if:  

a. The student receives a grade of C or above in the course. A transcript of the course and grade should be 
presented to verify grade and completion of the course. 

b. The Student has taken the introductory/prerequisite courses at CCHS AND there is no corresponding AP 
or UCD Gold Credit courses offered at CCHS (e.g. reimbursement for literature courses requires a 
student to complete English 12 or AP English as a prerequisite and Biology II would not reimbursed by 
the school district since the high school offers AP Biology).  

12. A maximum of 2 courses per semester (up to 6 credits), 18 credits maximum over the course of the student’s 
high school career, will be paid by the school district.  

13. This policy is not intended to limit college level courses for students on an advanced track or desire the 
opportunity to concurrent enroll.  Parent(s)/students shall meet with the school counselor and principal to have 
additional courses/credits pre-approved.  Tuition remains at the community college rate minus COF. 

14. Student’s HS transcript will reflect the grade of record from the post-secondary institution. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
 
Attending summer school at Clear Creek High School is an opportunity for students to make up courses they have failed 
throughout the course of the school year. Students who fail a course that is a graduation requirement must make up the 
course during summer school. Students are allowed to take up to two courses during the summer. Summer school 
typically starts the Tuesday after the school year ends. Students are expected to attend Monday-Friday, from 8:30-11:30 
am, for two weeks. From there, students are allowed to work from home or a venue in which they have access to a 
computer and/or internet connection. Students will be notified in May if they must attend summer school. There is a 
cost associated with summer school and this information becomes available in the spring.  

 


